








  



10/4/25, 8:58 AM Between Islam and Islamophobia in: Secular Studies Volume 2 Issue 2 (2020)

https://brill.com/view/journals/secu/2/2/article-p117_2.xml 1/3

mailto:?subject=Link%20to%20Between%20Islam%20and%20Islamophobia%3A%20Stigma%20Management%20among%20Canadian%20Atheist%20Activists&body=https%3A%2F%2Fbrill.com%2Fview%2Fjournals%2Fsecu%2F2%2F2%2Farticle-p117_2.xml
https://brill.com/login
https://brill.com/


Between Islam and Islamophobia

Stigma Management among Canadian Atheist Activists

In: Secular Studies

Authors: Jonathan Simmons and Aja… View More

Online Publication Date: 16 Nov 2020

Download Citation

Get Permissions

Get Access

Abstract
We use data from qualitative interviews with forty atheist
activists in two Canadian cities to analyze the politics of
critiquing Islam in the contemporary political
environment. We show that atheist activists struggle to
navigate between their criticisms of Islam, their fears of
being labeled “Islamophobic” (taken as a synonym for
“racist” or “xenophobic”), and their concerns about
contributing to anti-Muslim rhetoric. To manage this
struggle, atheists rely on stigma management tactics that
allow them to hold or express criticisms of Islam without
earning racially charged stigmatizing labels. Using these
stigma management techniques speaks to the precarious
positions of many atheists today as they try to critique
Islam without expressing or contributing to prejudicial
views against Muslims. This article will interest scholars of
religion and nonreligion, especially those interested in the
perceived stigmas associated with atheism and stigma
management among members of secular movement
organizations.
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